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2018 SHBE Special Needs Conference
What is "Special Needs"
and is this
"Special Needs
Conference"
for me?
Special points of
interest:
 SHBE Special Needs
Mini conference coming up October , 2018
in Regina.
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SHBE Special
Needs Convention
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Let's answer the second
question first: "Yes, this
conference is for you". You
are not only welcome to
attend, there will almost
certainly be something that
will be applicable to your
home education journey.
Here is a list of highincidence special needs
that educators have compiled:
- Speech and/or language
delays.
- Autism Spectrum Disorder.
- Cognitive delays.
- Social & emotional disorders.
- Learning differences/
disabilities.

Special needs encompasses a wide range of
behaviours and can
mean different things to
different parents. We
recognize that all children are unique and
have their very own mix
of learning styles. However, sometimes there
are physical, social,
emotional or developmental differences that
require parents to teach
and advocate for their
children in unique ways.
If you have a child who
has a physical need
that can make it more
difficult than usual
learn, or requires methods and tools that are
not widely needed by
other children, you
might consider that a
special need. Your child
may be somewhere on

the autism spectrum.
Your child may have
"difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word
recognition or have
poor spelling and decoding abilities" (characteristics of
dyslexia)

Peggy Ployhar—Founder
and CEO of SPED
Homeschool
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Peggy Ployhar, SPED Homeschool Founder & CEO, is a frequent writer,
speaker, and blogger on special education homeschooling issues.
Peggy is the former THSC (Texas Home School Coalition) Special Needs
Team Lead, MACHE (Minnesota Association of Christian Home Educators)
Special Needs Coordinator and MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Area Coordinator for MN, ND and SD. She is certified by the American Association of
Christian Counselors and trained as a Precept Bible Study leader.
Peggy's home school journey started when her oldest child was diagnosed
with Asperger Syndrome. Now with 14 years of homeschooling under her belt,
she thanks God for all the experiences He has given her so she can use them
to encourage other special needs homeschooling parents.
Peggy and her husband Doug live in Conroe, TX, where they still home school
the youngest of their three children (20, 18, and 13).
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SHBE wants to make November, 2018 a month of political action.
We would love for every MLA in Saskatchewan to have at least one positive interaction with a homeschooling
family in the month of November.
Our purpose with this campaign is twofold:
 It would help contribute to a more accurate, positive impression of homeschooling in Saskatchewan
by breaking down stereotypes and highlighting real families.
 In recent years, Home Based Educators and Learners have started to be considered by government
officials as one of the stakeholders in education, much like indigenous, francophone and independently schooled students. By staying visible to politicians, we can cement this relationship.
Our best ambassadors for homeschooling are our wonderful children. Let your MLA see them shine.
We are asking as many families as possible to contact their MLA during the month of November.
 Make an appointment to visit him/her at their constituency office. Do a little preparation to learn
what an MLA does, and go with some questions you’d like answered.
 Plan a tour of the legislature. You can watch Question Period from the public gallery and be introduced to the legislature. After your tour, your MLA may be available to meet with you. The Legislature is sitting all through November, Mondays through Thursdays.
 Have your children write letters to your MLA introducing themselves and asking some questions they
might have.
We want these conversations to be overwhelmingly positive.
 Talk about what you like about homeschooling, and all the great things you have done.
 Mention that homeschoolers are generally satisfied with the provincial regulations that protect the
prior right of parents to direct the upbringing, education and care of their children.
 Mention you belong to SHBE so they know there is a provincial voice of homeschoolers.
 If you have some concerns you want to discuss, by all means bring them up. This would also be a
good time to give your MLA any compliments you have for the work he/she has been doing, and to
express your appreciation for the service he/she is giving.
Even if your MLA represents a party you don’t support, they are still your representative, and it’s important to
make contact. If your MLA represents a party you do support, it’s fine to tell them that and let them know
they will have your support in the next election.
Helpful links:
 Find your MLA www.elections.sk.ca/voters/gis/
 Booking a tour of the Legislature http://www.legassembly.sk.ca/visitors/information-for-teachers/
 If you have questions, please contact a SHBE Board member. Contact information on www.shbe.info
And we would appreciate it if you’d report back on your experience to help@shbe.info

Dear SHBE Families,

Rod Amberson, SHBE President,
with his wife Jo.

Someone recently described a homeschool event as "mostly good, you just have to
spit out the pits". As parents, we are all careful about the activities in which our families take part. As home-based educators, we have particular religious or philosophical convictions that inevitably lead us to live our lives and lead our families in certain
practices. We all have pits to spit somewhere, sometime. The fact that some events
in which your family chooses to participate are events that my family considers
"pits" should not undermine my resolve to support your and your children's right to
participate and make those decisions. Especially so, since those decisions are likely
based on preferences that derive from your particular religious and philosophical
convictions.

It is this foundation of mutual respect and support that SHBE cultivates. We don't all share the same reasons to choose
a home-based education, or use the same practices in delivering that education. Mornings in my house look different
from other homeschool families; sometimes messier in many senses, sometimes neater. I can say this: I support your
parental rights in education, and by extension the rights of your children to receive an education delivered by you, their
parents. As a provincial group, SHBE seeks to represent all home-based educators, regardless of their religious or philosophical convictions that led them to homeschool, and with recognition of the validity of the varied methods of instruction that families choose.
With that in mind, SHBE has been hard at work on behalf on home-based educators over the
past several months.

I support your

We've met with Post-secondary institutions to work toward clear and achievable admissions
policies that can be built on for access to faculties within our universities. We've had discussion with trade certification and polytechnic institutes to clarify admission policies for high demand programs. Unfortunately, those discussions are still progressing, so we don't have anything to share at the moment. While it will always take some advocating, extra foresight and
record-keeping, post-secondary admission is highly achievable following graduation from a
purely home-based education program. SHBE is working with other organizations across Canada, with many other excellent developments in the works. If you have stories to share, please
send them to help@shbe.info. If you have friends with stories to share, encourage them to
send them to help@shbe.info. One of the post-secondary discussions was very much helped
by being able to point to these types of stories.

in education,

parental rights

and by extension
the rights of
your children to
receive an
education
delivered by
you.

SHBE sat down with the provincial auditor to discuss their review of Prairie Valley School Division. It was an open and frank discussion. The tone of the report seemed to SHBE (and to many
of you who contacted us) to be negative toward home-based education. The auditor indicated that there was no bias
against, and no intention for the tone to be negative toward, home-based education, and we certainly take them at their
word. Most notably, the lack of tracking and documentation was a procedural error within PVSD and did not necessarily
indicate any breach by home-based educators. Many homeschool families have been feeling the effects of the auditor’s
report as school divisions seek to exercise "the full extent" of their authority, often by requesting additional information
beyond what is required by regulation and policy.
One positive outcome was a confirmation that the SHBE/HSLDA forms meet all the regulatory and policy requirements
(footnote 15 of page 93). SHBE will seek to clarify the auditor’s misconception that school divisions are responsible for
ensuring that home based learners receive a quality education—that responsibility is retained by parents when they
choose to home educate their children. The Ministry of Education has no intention to respond publicly to the auditor's
report. The auditor will follow up with PVSD in two years to issue a follow-up report on the issues identified.
Perhaps as a result of the auditor's report, SHBE has received numerous reports of multiple school divisions increasingly
asking for more information. One example is requesting information beyond that historically accepted in terms of "not
inappropriate for the age and ability" and "specific ... to the individual home-based learner". Other misunderstanding
have been resolved, wherein one school division considered the written education plan an "application" to homeschool
and another "required" their template to used. SHBE discussed these developments with the Ministry of Education, and
the school divisions, alongside the families affected. In some cases, the school division thankfully received our input and
has apologized where they were acting on incorrect information. In others, SHBE consulted with HSLDA and recommended that families, for this year only, "appease" the school division by including more information, but stating that their

previous goals were already sufficient. SHBE and HSLDA will continue to seek clarity from the Ministry of Education,
with the goal of having the policy manual interpreted as written with maximum freedom conveyed to parents.
SHBE also discussed with the Ministry of Education the wording of the Policy Manual regarding intensive needs. SHBE
and the Ministry of Education do not fully agree on a number of interpretations within the Policy
Manual, but we work amicably toward resolving the most egregious infractions and seek compromise in areas that are debatable. With the current structure of School Divisions and the
Being the mom resulting elected boards, it is our relationship with the Ministry of Education that provides us
with any semblance of consistency.

or dad is your
number one
qualification
for educating
your children

Perhaps the root of the problem is a misunderstanding of the basis of home-based education
in Saskatchewan. The distinction for a Home-Based Education Program is not simply location,
but responsibility. Home-Based Educators are "responsible for the education of the homebased learner" (Page 12, Home-Based Education Policy Manual). School divisions, while not
responsible for the education of the home-based learner, are "responsible to ensure that the
compelling interest of the state is met" (Page 6), while at the same time being "not liable for
anything done, or omitted, in good faith" (Page 4), with instruction to "assume that homebased learners are making satisfactory educational progress" (page 31). Unlike programs in
which parents deliver their children to the state and transfer their responsibility to the school
division, a home-based educator retains the responsibility for ensuring their children receive an education.

The best interests of children are safe being guarded by their parents. To suggest that school divisions need to protect
children from their parents, as a matter of course and without evidence of prior wrongdoing, is untrue, wrong and quite
simply ugly. It is untrue, as statistics indicate home-based education outperforms school-based education, whether the
measurement is academic, social, community involvement, or contentment and happiness. It is wrong to pre-judge and
discriminate against parents as potentially negligent or abusive based solely on their decision to direct their child's education. Finally, it is simply ugly to suggest that an institution is better motivated than parents to determine the best interests of children. SHBE will continue to assert that parents are trustworthy and capable to determine and deliver "the
best" education for their own children.
Looking forward, keep your eyes peeled and ears open for opportunities to be engaged in the political process. Party
nominations will be happening in 2019, in anticipation for a 2020 provincial election. SHBE will try to facilitate some participation, and would appreciate your assistance to be aware of events or activities. We have a diverse membership, so
together we can deliver a consistent message to both major parties regarding our concern about protecting parental
rights in education.
I'll close by encouraging you to enjoy your time with your children, as you learn together and share life experiences together. Take joy in these moments. Being the mom or dad is your number one qualification for educating your children
and, dare I say it, making disciples in a world that is in desperate need of repair.
Sincerely,
Rod Amberson
Saskatchewan Home-Based Educators
rod@shbe.info
306-550-4361

The 2018 Convention committee would like to send
a BIG Thank you to the sponsors of the children’s
program at the
2018 SHBE convention. Many of these companies
provided free resources, or greatly discounted the
costs
associated with their attendance.
The children’s program is not possible without the
support of these companies, and the volunteers
that ran it!

Hello fellow homeschoolers! Let me share a great resource our
homeschooling community has discovered: AITC or Agriculture in
the Classroom. Based out of Saskatoon, they provide you with numerous educational resources and programs to help connect students with agriculture...for all grades (K-12)...province wide...for
FREE! They offer such a variety of resources, that I highly recommend you visit their website at www.aitc.sk.ca to see what all they
offer! In the meantime, I will try to briefly summarize some of the
things they provide.
FOOD FARMS: Grades 3 to 4
This program helps students learn about where their food comes from by participating in growing ingredients for familiar foods such as pizza, burgers and fries. Students plant seeds in the spring and
return in the fall to harvest their crop!
FARM AND AG TOURS: Grades K-9
AITC will connect you to a farmer who is interested in showing the students their farm operation.
Grain, dairy, livestock...you name it!
AG EVENTS: Grades K-12
AITC host many events province-wide that showcase agriculture. These may include live animals,
hands-on activities, meeting with real farmers, yummy snacks etc. All of this is used to help students
interact and learn about livestock and animal care, food production, and Saskatchewan's agriculture
industry. Some events delve into science and biotechnology, focusing on today's agricultural innovations and the future of the ag industry. Others highlight agriculture career opportunities and the education needed for these careers. Visit their website to see what is happening in your area this year.
BOOKS, KITS and CURRICULUM: Grades K-12
Visit AITC's website and order numerous resources to help supplement your curriculum at home!
Some of the things they offer are storybooks, seed kits, biotech kits, learning kits, lesson plans, instructional and informational resources.
CLASSROOM PRESENTATIONS: Grades K-12
If you can't get your students out to one of their programs they host around the province, or you just
want to supplement your year with additional activities, this is for you! You can arrange for them to
come to your area and do a classroom presentation. One presentation they have done in the past
was “Wheat to Bannock”. This follows the process required to make wheat into bannock, including
kids having a chance to make bannock! I'm not sure they would come directly to your home and do it
for just one family, but if you get enough homeschoolers in your area involved, I know they will consider coming to your area. We have a local homeschool group we are part of, which includes around
50 students. We join together
and rent a local facility for one
day. The cost of the rental is
shared by every family making it
very reasonable! They come
and provide everything at no cost!

Apprenticeship News
If you have never stopped to talk to Paul Blankestijn from the Saskatchewan Youth Apprenticeship Program at our annual convention, you are missing out! Paul has been attending the SHBE convention every year for close to a decade, and he has a passion for
getting young people involved in the trades. There are over 40 designated trades and sub trades in Saskatchewan. They fall into four
sectors – Agriculture, Tourism & Service; Construction; Motive Repair; and Production and Maintenance. They range from Hairstylist to Industrial Mechanic.
We have a unique program in Saskatchewan that allows students to earn time towards their technical training in the trades while they
are still in high school. Participating in the Saskatchewan Youth Apprenticeship Program (SYAP) also qualifies these students for
industry scholarships that are only for the graduates of the program.
In 2018, two individual homeschooled students in the province completed the program, James Mead of Ogema, SK was the first ever exclusively homeschooled student to complete the program according to the SYAP and Noah Keffer of Regina
not only completed the program, but was also awarded a $1000 scholarship from
Eecol Electric because of his participation in the SYAP.
Be sure to stop by the Saskatchewan Trades Commission table at the SHBE convention in 2019. Paul will be happy to show you the path to Journeyperson through
the Saskatchewan Youth Apprenticeship Program, and can even offer details on
how our students can access their technical training at Sask Polytechnic without
having to complete online classes in high school. Although that is an option, and
sometimes required, there are also other ways, and Paul has that information to
share. He will be able to help you decide the best use of your time, and which
Noah Keffer receiving his certificate of comclasses would be required or beneficial to entrance.
pletion for the Saskatchewan Youth Apprenticeship after the Homeschool Completion
You will find many schools represented at the SHBE convention at TCU place.
Ceremony at the 2018 SHBE Convention. At
Be sure to come equipped with questions and let their expertise be a help to you.
Evraz Place
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2019 SHBE Convention—February 22 & 23—Saskatoon TCU PLACE

The convention is
such a timely
reminder of why
our family has

Hello everyone! My
name is Shari Wyatt
and I have the privilege
of heading up the
SHBE Convention
Committee. Jessica
Benson, Samantha
Loewen, Jessica
Harder, Mariann Allen,
Amber Stauber,
Melanie Shevkenek,
and I have been busy
with the beginnings of
planning this years convention, and we are
excited to give you a
little bit of information.
The convention will be
held in Saskatoon at
TCU Place on February

22nd - 23rd, 2019. Our
keynote speaker is
Brian Ray, who

founded the National
Homeschool Education
Research Institute. We
are excited to hear
about the information
that he has compiled
regarding homeschool-

ing families over the
years and we hope you
find it informative and
encouraging. Our
theme for this years
convention is With Passion and Purpose
. I’m not sure about
you, but I usually run
out of my passion for
homeschooling by
January and I always
find that the convention
is such a timely reminder of why our family has made the decision to homeschool,
and it rekindles the fire
in me to press on and
finish well. The committee and I look forward to seeing you all
in February.

made the decision
to homeschool,
and it rekindles
the fire in me to
press on and
finish well.

With
Passion
and
Purpose

Watch the website and
our Facebook page for
more information as it
becomes available!

BOX 8541
SASKATOON SK
S7K 6K6

SHBE Board of Directors
Rod Amberson: President, Director-at-Large
Stony Beach 306-500-4361 rod@shbe.info
Jonathan Olson: Vice President, Director-at-Large
Kinistino 306-864-2213 jolson@shbe.info
Charles Audette: Zone 1 Director
Lebret 306-591-2318 caudette@shbe.info
Leah Erickson : Zone 2 Director
Caron 306-690-3788 lerickson@shbe.info
Greg Mile: Zone 3 Director
Regina 306-545-5008 gmile@shbe.info
Melody Friesen: Zone 4 Director
Saskatoon 306-292-9576 mffriesen@shbe.info
Jared Summach: Zone 5 Director
Tisdale 306-921-9563 summach@shbe.info
Gillian Smith: Zone 6 Director
Delmas 306-937-3951 gsmith@shbe.info
Jonas Hildebrandt: Director-at-Large
Saskatoon 306-380-8750 JonasH@shbe.info
Anne Bennett: Past President
Shaunavon 297-4137 abennett@shbe.info
Charity Mile: Journal Editor
Regina 306-545-5008 journal@shbe.info

Website: www.shbe.info

WHAT is SHBE?
SHBE is a collection of hundreds of
homeschool families in the province
governed by a volunteer board of
elected homeschool members.
SHBE is the official voice for home
based educators in SK.
SHBE assists in creating a positive
network and a positive political environment for those who choose home
based education.
SHBE provides supportive, social,
and instructional resources to our
membership.
As a grassroots organization, our
strength is in the involvement of our
membership. Your membership
makes it easier for others to home
educate by identifying with SHBE as
it negotiates with school boards and
the Department of Learning. Numbers DO count!

The board of directors’ phone numbers and email addresses are provided so
that SHBE members can contact any of the directors with any of their
concerns about homeschooling.

SHBE Board welcomes Leah Erickson
HI, My name is Leah Erickson and I am the new SHBE rep for zone 2. I just wanted to
let you all know a bit about me.
I am married to an amazing man, Jarrod and together we are raising 8 children and expecting our 9th in October. We live in Caron, just west of Moose Jaw. Our oldest child
is 14 and current youngest is 1 1/2 years old. We are in our 10th year of homeschooling
and each year we appreciate the opportunity to learn with our children even more.
We did not chose to homeschool because we were unhappy with our local school options, we chose to
homeschool because even the best school in the country could not care for our children as we can at home.
We only have our children at home for a fraction of their lives and we did not want to hand them over to other
people for 7 hours a day during their most crucial years of influence.
The short time I have been on this SHBE board, I have been blown away by the amount of work this group
does behind the scenes to ensure that our homeschool journey here in Saskatchewan is at its optimum. I am
excited to be a part of this group and help maintain our parental rights as homeschoolers.
If you live in zone 2, I would love to hear your comments and questions so please, feel free to contact me
anytime! lerickson@shbe.info

