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PRESIDENT'S
LETTER
Home education has always had many different expressions as
parents decide how best to raise their children in a healthy learning
environment. Seasons of life, not unlike farming, are taken into
consideration.
Like seeding, spraying and harvesting, and everything in between,
the challenge is to enjoy life and the connections we have with each
of our family members. Recognizing the beauty in each season,
turning the challenges into learning opportunities and cultivating joy
in life, bring about a bountiful harvest.
As a task-oriented person, growing up on the farm felt like seasons
of work. In talking to other friends who grew up on farms, I realized
that was not the experience of every farm kid. Much depends on
what kind of environment the parents foster.
I am seeking to nurture seasons of joy. So as the seasons change in
the natural world, I find myself reminded to take in the beauty and
reframe my perspective on home education and the culture I help
create in our home.
Relationships are the joy and beauty of life and need to be
fertilized, giving them everything they need to thrive. The learning will
come as the environment fosters peace and love, with a healthy dose
of laughter fertilizer!
LORI DUNBAR
INTERIM-PRESIDENT
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HOMESCHOOL
REALITY CHECK

BY CHARITY MILE

Charity
and
Greg
Mile
have
been
homeschooling their daughters for 20 years and
currently live in Regina, SK. Charity can usually
be found with a cup of lukewarm coffee,
avoiding housework at her sewing machine.
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Oh you homeschool, that’s great.
I could never do that.
I am not patient enough.
You must be so organized!
My kids wouldn’t listen to me.
Do you have a teaching degree?
What about Socialization?

I usually don’t get many of those
questions anymore, but for
years when I shared that we had
decided to homeschool our kids,
I would inevitably get asked one
of the above questions, or
another one like it.
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Back then, it really bothered
me, and I think it’s because I
wondered all the same
things myself, and really
didn’t know how it was going
to go.

We have 6 daughters and 3 of
them have now graduated from
home. We chose to go the
traditional homeschool route, not
pursuing a government diploma,
but continuing to design our
program based on interests and
abilities of each of the girls. I have
had all three of those girls go on to
some kind of post secondary,
whether it has been bible school or
Sask Polytech, and they have done
well, socially and academically.
Because of this, I feel so much
more
confident
that
this
homeschooling lifestyle really can
work and so I want to encourage
you in case you need a boost!

I feel so much
more
confident
that
this
homeschooling
lifestyle really can
work and so I
want to encourage
you in case you
need a boost!
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I’m so glad now that we had all
those days together, even though I
remember wishing for 5 minutes
alone. I’m glad I scrapped the
things that weren't working for me
or for my kids, even though I
remember worrying about the
money that had been spent on that
book that just wasn’t working. I’m
glad that I encouraged my kids to
serve and volunteer with other
adults, people who could speak
into their lives, even though I
remember at the time worrying
that other people’s strengths might
highlight my weaknesses.

I still have 3 kids to homeschool, we
are only halfway done, but I am
confident that even though things
sometimes look different than I had
once expected, that we are on the
right path. We are not perfect, and
I’m still not very organized, but you
know what, some of my kids are!
The ways that I get to see them use
their natural gifts is a real blessing.
A few quick tips in case you need a
boost - talk to a friend. Share your
struggles and your triumphs with
someone who will both lament with
you and cheer you on! If something
is not a good fit in your schedule.
Change it! You get to decide what
and when you do things. You can
decide to do school at the crack of
dawn, or just before bed…this is
more about home than it is about
school! Take a day off and go to the
museum if you need to! Add in
some fun, like a dance party or a
movie afternoon. Lastly, plan to
come to the SHBE convention
February 24 and 25 in Regina. It will
be a great time of encouragement,
equipping and even shopping!
Watch the SHBE website for details
to be released soon!
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I am confident that
even though things
sometimes
look
different than I
had once expected,
that we are on the
right path.

THROUGH THE EYES OF A HIGH SCHOOLER:

PURSUE WHAT
FASCINATES

Each of us has
unique talents
and abilities and
should not be
afraid to devote a
little more time to
pursuing
what fascinates
us.

BY
KEYANNA DUNBAR

Many great minds from across the centuries
grew up with the flexibility of being home
educated. These brilliant people include
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Thomas Edison and
Amelia Earhart, among many others. Through
the flexibility of homeschooling these brilliant
people were able to pursue what fascinated
them and focus on developing their talents and
abilities
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In the present day-and-age the
desire for pursuing ones passions is
unchanged.
As
a
native
homeschooler, in my twelfth year, I
have experienced this first hand.
Through my years of being
homeschooled, my parents have
encouraged me to make time for my
passions. From an early age I have
loved to write and play violin. I am so
grateful to have grown up as a
homeschooler because it gave me
the ability to focus on what I enjoy.

I am so grateful to
have grown up as
a homeschooler
because it gave
me the ability to
focus on what I
enjoy.

Last semester I concentrated the
majority of my time improving my
writing and music skills, leaving less
time for the other subjects. When I
questioned if I was adequitly
balancing out all my subjects, my
parents reminded me that I was
pursuing my dreams.
I am so thankful that I took that
semester to focus on my passions.
and was able to reach new heights in
both my writing and music skills. I
could not have done it without
focusing more time on them. Each of
us has unique talents and abilities
and should not be afraid to devote a
little more time to pursuing what
fascinates us.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF SASKATCHEWAN'S
CENTRALIZATION OF ONLINE LEARNING
Recently it was announced that
the Saskatchewan government
will be amalgamating their
public online schooling into one
centralized school. With many
choosing this schooling option
coming out of either traditional
classroom or home education, it
is helpful to review their
distinctions.
Parents
who
choose to enroll their children in
an online school are delegating,
to the government and their
teachers, the responsibility of
educating their child. As in any
educational environment, there
are people who are choosing
what the student learns and
what they do not learn. Bias and
world view are seen in every
subject, in our current time
more than ever.
Parents who home educate take
the responsibility to personally
direct their child's education.
They are simply notifying the
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government of their intentions
through a Notice of Intent and
Written Education Plan. The
government of Saskatchewan
recognizes the parent’s right and
responsibility to direct their
child’s education, as stated in the
Policy and Procedures Manual
2016-17. Online schooling may
be undertaken from the home,
but the parent has given over to
the discretion of the State, the
education of their child in the
subjects
chosen.
However,
considering the child taking
online schooling is at home, the
parents do have more influence
in their child’s life than having
them
attend
traditional
schooling. Whatever educational
track the parent chooses, it is
important to understand the
inherent nature of each.
If you have any further
questions, don't hesitate to
reach out to your SHBE Rep or
email help@shbe.ca.

PLUGGING INTO
THE HOMESCHOOL

NETWORK

Homeschooling can be one of the most rewarding opportunities a
family can experience. It offers families the gift of time to learn,
grow, and explore together. Unfortunately, it also has the
potential to become isolating and lonely.
Homeschooling is not
without
its
trials.
Families often face
challenges that are
difficult
for
nonhomeschool families to
understand. In times of
stuggles,
having
a
trusted network of
homeschool families is
invaluable.
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Families that have
been plugged into the
local
homeschool
network often take the
daily ups and downs in
stride.
These
well
connected
families
have the benefit of
sharing their joys and
adventures with other

HOMESCHOOL WITH

FAMILY &
FRIENDS
understanding
families.
An
added bonus is seeking advice
and
encouragement
from
someone who has "been there",
especially when life gets downright difficult.
Here at SHBE, we understand
the importance of building
strong connections with other
homeschool
families.
We
encourage
any
homeschool
family, looking for that much
needed connection, to reach out
to
their
SHBE
Reps
for
assistance in getting plugged
into the homeschool network.
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MEET THE TEAM!

2022/2023
SHBE BOARD

From Left to Right: Rod Anderson
(Past President), Krista Poppleton
(Vice-President & Zone 1), Lori
Dunbar (Interim-President), Pamela
Vorstermans (Member-at-Large),
Jared Summach (Treasurer & Zone
5), Taya Browning (Secretary &
Member-at-Large), Ashley Boot
(Zone 2), & Kayely Rich (Zone 3).

Saskatchewan Home Based Educators (SHBE) is the official voice of
homeschoolers in Saskatchewan. We assist in creating a positive social
network and a positive political environment for all those who choose to
homeschool. We also provide supportive, social and instructional
resources for our members.
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SUPPORTING

HOMESCHOOL
FAMILES

PAST
PRESIDENT

INTERIMPRESIDENT

ROD
ANDERSON

LORI DUNBAR

Rod has served as a leader &
advocate for 9years on the SHBE
board; contributing significantly to
the advancement of home-based
education in Saskatchewan. After
5 years as SHBE President, Rod is
stepping down and into the role of
Past President. In this new
position, Rod will continue to
serve Saskatchewan homeschool
families, as an advisor to the new
SHBE board, with his wealth of
knowledge and experience.
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Lori served as the Zone 2 director
for over three years before
recently stepping into the role of
interim-president. She and her
husband Jay have an automotive
shop in a small town. Twelve
years ago, they began home
education with their younger two
children and will be celebrating
their
first
homeschooled
graduate this spring! Discipleship,
music, history and current events
are some of Lori’s favourite
subjects to enjoy with her girls.

ZONE 1
KRISTA
POPPLETON
Krista
is
VicePresident and Zone
1 Rep: Good Spirit,
Christ the Teacher,
SE Cornerstone and
Holy Family SDs.
She also sits as the
Convention liason
for the board.
Krista has been
homeschooling her
3 kids for 11 years.
She and Evan, her
husband, were born
and raised in SK,
living in Yorkton for
15 years now. She
loves seeing her
kids learn new skills
and interact with
people of all ages
and walks of life.
The
freedom
homeschooling
offers their family is
enjoying travel and

adventures as often
as possible. Krista
has helped guide
many homeschool
families
through
their own journey,
by anwering their
questions
and
supporting them in
this challenging &
wonderful life style.

ZONE 2
ASHLEY BOOT
Ashley is a born and
raised farm girl, from
Saskatchewan, with
the conviction that
now is the time to
stand up for the
freedom for families
to homeschool and
the
rights
of
homeschool children
and their families.
She, alongside her
husband Brad, own
and operate an
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organic grain farm,
as
well
as
a
marketing business,
in central SK. Brad
and
Ashley
are
parents
to
6
beautiful children
and
have
been
homeschooling for
10 years.
Ashley is the Zone 2
Director
and
is
looking forward to
serving
the
homeschool
community in any
way the Lord sees
fit.

ZONE 3
KAYELY RICH
Kayely
is
a
homeschool mom
and pastor. She and
her husband love
team teaching their
3 kids (ages 2-8)
and appreciate the
extra time with
their kids.
Their family is living
proof that, while
sometimes
challenging, it is

possible
to
homeschool even if
both parents work.
The opportunity to
provide
individualized
learning and share
their family values
makes the journey
a joy.
This is Kayely’s first
year on the SHBE
board. She serves
as the Zone 3 Rep
covering Regina and
area.

ZONE 5
JARED
SUMMACH
Jared, along with his
wife, Alicia, have
been
happily
homeschooling
their four children,
ranging from nine
to fifteen, since
their birth. Aside
from homeschool
duties,
Jared
is
employed by the
Saskatchewan
Health Authority, in
Long Term Care,
and His entire
family is very active
in their church.
Jared has been the
Zone 5 Director for
7 years, and took
on
Treasurer
3
years ago. He looks
forward
to
continuing
his
service
to
the
homeschool
community.
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DIRECTORAT-LARGE

DIRECTORAT-LARGE

Taya
has
three
beautiful
children.
September
2022
marks
her
12th
year
homeschooling. She began her
journey of home education with
her eldest child from the
beginning of his educational
career. He graduated this past
spring and she still fights the
feeling of "Not knowing what
she is doing". Taya holds dear to
her, the time spent as a home
school family.

Pamela is a Christian homeschool
mom to four beautiful children;
from teenager to toddler. She
and her husband live on a small
farm,
in
East
Central
Saskatchewan, where they raise
poultry
and
dairy
cows.
Homeschooling blends right into
the backgound of their daily lives,
as they teach and learn with the
freedom of life-schooling.

TAYA
BROWNING

As Taya's first year on the SHBE
board, she is looking forward to
serving
the
homeschool
community,
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PAMELA
VORSTERMANS

This is Pamela's first year on the
SHBE Board. She has taken on
the role of Journal Editor and is
most looking forward to the
oppourtunity to help families
build
strong
homeschool
communities.

The souls of children are waiting for
the call of knowledge to awaken
them to delightful living.
~ Charlotte Mason

HOMESCHOOLING WITH SHBE
As a grassroots organization,
our strength is in the
involvement of our
membership. Your
membership makes it easier
for others to home educate by
identifying with SHBE as it
negotiates with school boards
and the Ministry of Education.
Numbers DO count! To
become a member today:
VISIT
WWW.SHBE.CA/MEMBERSHIP/
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ADDRESS:
C/O Evan Poppleton
509 Circlebrooke Dr.
Yorkton, SK, S3N 2Y9
help@shbe.ca

