
SHBE JOURNAL
NEWSLETTER Winter 2023 |ISSUE 02

  SHBE CONFERENCESHBE CONFERENCE
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

DR. JAY WILEDR. JAY WILE

HOMESCHOOLINGHOMESCHOOLING
WITH DADWITH DAD
BY ROD AMBERSON

WWW.SHBE.CA

PAGE 06

The Official publication of the 
SASKATCHEWAN HOME BASED EDUCATORS INC

 

PAGE 18





04

05

TABLE
PRESIDENT'S LETTER:
LORI DUNBAR

06

12

HOMESCHOOLING WITH DAD
BY ROD AMBERSON

16

18

PLUGGING INTO THE
HOMESCHOOL NETWORK: FIRMLY
ROOTED HOMESCHOOL SUPPORT
& RESOURCE CENTRE
BY KIM SANDAGER

SHBE COMMUNITY GRANT
RECIPIENT 

22

SHBE 2023
CONVENTION
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
DR. JAY WILE

CONTENTS
WHY BECOME A SHBE MEMBER?

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN
TO A HOMESCHOOL
CONVENTION?

THROUGH THE EYES OF A HIGH
SCHOOLER: FROM HOMESCHOOL
TO MISSIONARY
BY EMILY BREITKREUZ

09
SHBE JOURNAL
PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

17

KEEPING SCORE:
TRACKING EVIDENCE OF
HOMESCHOOL SUCESS
BY ANDREA BLACK

09

SHBE CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION FORM

15



Why do I still go to the Home Education Conference after 13 years? 

I remember the early days of our journey with home education and going to the
conference with my husband with a divide and conquer mandate. We’d split up our
time and cover as many of the workshops, main sessions, vendor halls and used book
sale as possible. In the evenings we’d go out with other couples and enjoy our
weekend away. At the end of the conference, we’d compare notes and talk about how
the new information could shape how we approached teaching, parenting, and life in
general. We were so eager to grow and learn, in order to make sure we gave our kids
the best possible learning environment.

 We enjoyed speakers like Terry Small, whom we referred to as, “the brain guy” and
took home tools for how to tell which side of the brain was firing and when to do math
– was that ever a game changer! Todd Wilson made us laugh and feel like we weren’t
going crazy. Donna Ward inspired us to love history and dive deep into the stories
instead of the details. Andrew Pudewa opened our mind to what home education
could be. 

I also deeply appreciated being able to put my hands on the curriculum in the vendor
hall, always seeking curriculum that would suit each child’s learning style, and my
teaching style! I found so many treasures. 

But as the years have gone by and I’ve found our niche in each subject, I find myself
still gleaning, but more and more I’m building relationships with like minded families
across the province who have made our lives and homes richer by journeying
together. I’ve come to realize the importance of network and community, especially as
we forge ahead into the future of home education in Saskatchewan. 

With so many new families looking for alternatives in education, we truly are stronger
together.

LETTER
PRESIDENT'S

INTERIM-PRESIDENT
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The 30th annual Saskatchewan
Home Based Educators’
convention is right around the
corner! We are so excited to once
again be offering a full 2 days of
shopping, seminars, workshops,
used book sale, visiting and did I
mention shopping? 
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2023 SHBE
CONFERENCE
HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO A
HOMESCHOOL CONVENTION? 

This year we are back at the
beautiful Queensbury Convention
Center in Regina, which is
conveniently located at the heart of
the REAL district. 

The SHBE convention is a provincial
event, bringing together home
educating parents from all areas
and there’s really nothing like it. 

I hope you take this as your
personal invitation to attend. Plan
now to come to Regina February 24
and 25 and be encouraged, look at
curriculum and materials, and meet
your fellow homeschoolers. 

Registration is now open! Go to
SHBE.ca, click on 'convention', then
'convention registration', and fill out
the form today. Or click the link
HERE. A printable  Registration Form
for mail-in registration is located on
page 7. 

https://shbe.ca/convention/registration/


Dr. Jay L. Wile holds a Ph.D. in
nuclear chemistry and a B.S. in
chemistry, both from the University
of Rochester. He has won several
awards for excellence in teaching
and has presented numerous
lectures on the topics of Nuclear
Chemistry, Christian Apologetics,
Homeschooling, and Creation vs.
Evolution. 

He has more than 30 articles in the
peer-reviewed scientific literature,
but he is best known for his K-12
science textbooks designed
specifically for homeschoolers; 
which have been translated into
Korean, Chinese, and Afrikaans.
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SHBE'S 2023
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
DR. JAY WILE

CONVENTION SCHEDULE

Friday      11:00 am Registration Opens
                 1:00 pm   Opening Address 
                 7:00 pm   Celebration Night
                 10:00 pm Convention Closes

Saturday  8:30 am  Convention Opens
                  9:00 am  Workshops Begin
                  5:30 pm  Convention Closes
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Educating the mind
without educating
the heart is no
education at all

08 HOMESCHOOL NEWSLETTER

~ Aristotle



TRACKING EVIDENCE OF
HOMESCHOOL SUCCESS

KEEPING SCORE:

What do the Canadian Firearms Safety Course, a Grade 8 piano exam,
and Saxon math all have in common? They are each a form of learning,
and can be entered into your child’s educational portfolio.

It is vital for homeschool parents to be
able to recognize what constitutes
learning, and to carefully record it,
especially if you, like me, are not
connected with a structured
homeschool organization that keeps a
transcript for you.

Many homeschoolers understand that
STEM subjects (science, technology,
engineering, mathematics), while
essential, are not the only areas in
which education must be acquired. Nor
are textbooks the only way to learn.
Nor are grades the only indication of
information retention.

Unfortunately, our homeschools are
somewhat confined by a system that
demands grades and transcripts, which
theoretically prove our children are
sufficiently intelligent.
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by Andrea Black



to me whether they passed any tests,
because the crucial lesson they derived
was that they do not want to become
accountants. However, since a
university wants to see numbers, I’ll
assign them a 70%.

A babysitting course. Volunteer work.
Church involvement. A book club with
friends. Swim lessons. Music lessons.
Cooking. Hobbies. Gardening. We need
to document these things because we
have a narrow system that decides
whether our children are educated.

I know three families who have
effectively launched their many
children into the world after
homeschooling them without
structured courses. What the parents
had in common was well-documented
education.

One of our sons built a moderately
comfortable Adirondack chair, without
any plans, blueprints, or assistance.
Obviously, this is learning, so I will take
a photo and attach it to the portfolio as
evidence, in case he wants to go into
the trades. I may even assign a number
grade to it. One of our daughters
worked at a berry farm, which is
valuable training if she wants to enter
the hospitality industry, so it will also
be documented. 

Sometimes the lesson learned is not as
important as the grade received. Last
year, I walked my 14- and 15-year-old
kids through The Accounting Game,
which was supposed to be an easy
introductory course. It does not matter 
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As parents, therefore, we have an
obligation to retain good details about
their education. This protects our
homeschools should school officials
ask to see proof of learning, and also
aids our children if they wish to apply
to post-secondary institutions.

Of course, it’s easy to keep track of
test scores when our children are in
regular courses. But what about when
they venture outside the norm? 

HOMESCHOOL NEWSLETTER



The kids have been accepted at places like
Oxford University in England, PhD programs
at University of Waterloo, colleges such as
Algonquin, Fleming, Niagara, Our Lady Seat
of Wisdom, Thomas More in New Hampshire,
and Christendom in Virginia, as well as
universities like Queen’s, Trent, Trinity
Western, Tyndale and Redeemer. These
young adults have become spouses, parents,
teachers, small business owners, and
firefighters, among other things. One was
even a Vatican envoy to the UN.

Success with homeschooling is definitely
attainable, if parents support their children
by carefully chronicling what they learn.

HSLDA is Canada’s most
trusted homeschool
organization. We
advocate for homeschool
freedom in our country’s
courts and legislatures.
Our team of experts
provides individualized
legal protection and
professional homeschool
support to help your
family flourish.

HOME SCHOOL LEGAL DEFENCE ASSOCIATION
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Of course, it’s easy
to keep track of
test scores when
our children are in
regular courses.
But what about
when they venture
outside the norm?

Article originally printed in HSLDA
Canada’s The Homeschool Review, Fall

2022, Vol 2 Issue 1



PLUGGING INTO THE
HOMESCHOOL NETWORK

FIRMLY ROOTED
HOMESCHOOL

When I first entertained the idea of homeschooling my three children, the
prospect was not just overwhelming, it was terrifying. I had so many
questions, doubts, and fears. Would I be able to meet my children’s
educational needs?  What curriculum should I pick from the overwhelming
options? Were my expectations appropriate? Would I be able to adapt
material to suit each child’s learning style? Then on top of all that, my own
mental health and my children’s social wellbeing were a pressing concern.
My kids are very social and thrived in social settings. By homeschooling
them, would I be depriving them from developing friendships and being
part of a social group? 
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BY KIM SANDAGER
SUPPORT & RESOURCE CENTRE

Throughout my four-and-a-half-year
journey, I have often doubted my choice to
home-educate my children. However, by
being connected to a group of homeschool
families I have found a community for
myself and my family. Not only did my
children have the opportunity to build
strong friendships, I too have found my
own friends and support. By connecting
with other homeschool families I have
grown in my confidence as a homeschool
mom, which in turn strengthens my own
family’s relationships. 
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In 2018, we started out was a small
group of homeschool families in the
area. We all have our own story to
tell on how we came to home
educate our children. Our goals
were different, our family portraits
diverse, and our lifestyles varied. We
were a diverse group. Yet, we
recognized the need and benefit to
gather together and to encourage
one another. 

Sometimes these get-togethers were
sporadic and by chance. Other times
we organized and had activities
planned. Regardless what the
gathering looked like, these families
have been a huge encouragement to
me as I navigate educating my
children and maintaining my own
mental health.

We were a diverse
group. Yet, we
recognized the
need and benefit
to gather together
and to encourage
one another. 

Over the years our homeschool
gatherings have changed and
evolved. We began with simple
invites like meeting at a park or
someone’s home. The kids would
be encouraged to play while the
moms talked about everything
from curriculum, defiant
behaviours, maintaining strong
family ties, and various challenges
we faced. As we grew, we were
able to pool resources and found
that some structure would benefit
our children; and so Firmly Rooted
Homeschool Support & Resource
Centre was formed. 



at home. I watched them take
on leadership roles and spend
time with children of all ages.
They build relationships with
adults from outside the family,
and our “extended” family
grew.  

As my family and I look forward
to the coming weekly
gatherings, I encourage you to
seek out your local homeschool
families and build that
community. Whether big or
small, informal or structured,
we can all use a community of
families that uplifts us when we
are down, encourages us when
we are lost, and shares in our
triumphs when we are joyful. 
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We rented a space to meet
weekly in the afternoon and
organized activities for the
children. Our focus was still
relationships and spending time
together, but now we added
activities like special craft days,
public speaking, and talent
shows. We were able to provide
a space with a group of parents
that were likeminded and
shared similar values. It was
great. 

There were so many benefits
with coming together and
building community. Though
everyone had their own
approach and goals, we were
able to support and learn from
each other. As we gathered, we
got to know and trust one
another. I found support that
would bridge into other areas of
my life, friends that would
speak truth to me, and solace
from the day-to-day challenges
of homeschooling. 

My kids look forward to these
days. They got to connect with
their friends and to see that
they were not alone in learning
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To an untrained mind this may seem
very simple, to others it may seem
outright absurd. However, for those
affected by it, this small sentence can
be completely life changing; as it
truly was for me. 

Growing up in a Christian family,
faith has always been a part of my
everyday life. So much so that from a
very young age my heart has been
with missions. Being encouraged to
pursue this passion has changed my
mind set, and quite possibly my life.
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Homeschool: 
to educate (one's child) at home instead

of sending them to a school.  

Since graduating, I have been
accepted into YWAM Honolulu,
where I will be pursuing my post
secondary education in missions
training! 

Through the many obstacles I have
faced in pursuing this passion, my
whole family has had my back and
been my landing pad, figuratively
and literally! Their encouragement
and support allowed me to say yes
to Jesus, and it is because of these
gifts, my parents have fostered in
me, I do not fear but am confident
to step out into the world. 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not
dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will
uphold you with my righteous right
hand.”

 Isaiah 41:10 

THROUGH THE EYES OF A GRADUATE:

FROM HOMESCHOOL
TO MISSIONARY BY

EMILY BREITKREUZ 
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Jo and I didn’t really disagree on
homeschooling, even from the
start – after the initial
investigation, we made the
decision together. We knew we
believed in building a strong
family, were committed to
spending quality and quantity
time together, and wanted to
raise our own children, rather
than “hire it out” to someone
else. We figured we’d take it year
by year. Soon, we knew we
would never, ever, put our
children in the care of a school
system. Homeschooling has
been the single best decision we
have ever made for our family.

HOMESCHOOLING  
WITH

DAD
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Sometimes you just have to get
started and see where a project
takes you. So as it is with writing
this article for the SHBE Journal,
and so it was with
homeschooling. My name is Rod
Amberson, I have been married
to Jo for 26 years, and we have
10 beautiful children.

I’ve been an advocate for
homeschooling for almost
half my life now. This
started out as a practical
way that a father could
“protect” his family. 

By Rod Amberson



There was a lot I didn’t know
when we were just starting. I
didn’t know how much of life is
just following the crowd –
homeschooling is definitely not
following the crowd. I’ve learned
that it’s okay for people to think
you’re weird – you probably are.
One of my favorite sayings is,
“Everyone is normal until you
get to know them”. I don’t want
to live an unexamined life. I
want what I believe to impact
how I live. I didn’t realize how
much I took things for granted.
If it was a little unknown to start
homeschooling 20 years ago, I
can only theorize how it was 40
years ago – I didn’t know how
much I should have thanked the
parents who homeschooled
before me. With the lockdowns
of the past few years, it makes
me wonder the safety of taking
other things for granted. 

I thought maybe I’d write a little
bit about what homeschool
looks like from my perspective.
Like many homeschool families

we have a single income. We
have an eclectic homeschool
style – but to be honest, as much
as I like to think I know what
goes on, Jo is the one who plans,
delivers, and assesses progress.
As my oldest used to say, “my
Mom is my teacher, so I guess
that makes Dad my principal”.
We tend to do a lot together, all
of us together – whether that is
reading together, or discussing
history together (little ones and
big ones together – what could
be more “age appropriate” that
that?). For Jo, that means a lot of
the reading and projects are
done during the day. I work from
home, so I sometimes get to join
in with a story here and there.
But for the most part, for me,
that means a lot of the
discussion happens around the
supper table, on weekends, or
on vacation. We have great
discussions. We discuss politics.
We discuss philosophy. We
discuss how horrible it is when
people use the wrong word.
These discussions amount to 

19 HOMESCHOOL NEWSLETTER



I’ve been an advocate for
homeschooling for almost half my life
now. This started out as a practical way
that a father could “protect” his family.
If someone were to physically arrive on
your doorstep to take your children,
most fathers would fight tooth and nail
to beat off the intruder. If a child
developed a terminal illness, most
fathers would sell everything they have
to get treatment to heal their child. I
know there’s no guarantees, but I’m
willing to go without now to try to avoid
the illness later. I’m more concerned
that our children will be taken captive
by empty philosophies and deceit, than
being physically kidnapped. It has been
said before, “If you send your kids to
Caesar, don’t be surprised if they come
back Romans”. 

critical thinking – it may seem like a
silly topic to debate, but we duke it
out and often simply agree to
disagree. We practice rhetoric, we
expose fallacies, but we (I) may also
try to get away with a few and hope
we (I) don’t get called out for it 😉 .
Now that my children are a little
older, we have discussed ideas that
are shaping society, from social
justice versus biblical justice, to
cultural Marxism versus individual
responsibility, from tyranny to tiered
jurisdictions and self-government. I
love the bible and I love fitting the
pieces together - our best discussions
are around how texts of scripture
relate to each other and their
application to our lives. 
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The family is not merely a “social
construct” for raising children.
God has created parents with a
deep-seated natural love and
affection for their children –
proven over and over again:
parents are the very best people
to determine what is in the best
interest of their own children,
parents are the very least likely to
abuse or neglect their own
children – not “professionals” or
“experts” or “specialists”. Children
have a deep-seated and natural
love for their parents that pushes
them to seek to please and learn
from their parents – not perfectly
and not without the effects of sin,
but to a far greater extent than
with anyone else.

I want to do all I can to protect my
children from being taken captive
by empty philosophies. Most, if
not all, of the ideologies of the day
are self-defeating – they cannot
self-replicate. As a virus injects its
DNA into a living host’s cell to co-
opt the reproduction to its
purposes, so these ideologies rely  

on corrupting our children to
propagate. I am responsible for
teaching them that truth is that
which corresponds to reality – not
simply a “lived experience”. I am
responsible for teaching them that
good is Good because God is good,
not because a significant number
of people agree to call it good. I am
responsible to teach my children
that their ultimate purpose in life is
to glorify and enjoy God, not to
satisfy the passions of the flesh. I
am responsible to hold forth the
promise of Christ to my children -
that though they can never
measure up to the demands of
God’s perfection, though they, like
me, fail time and again, there is
forgiveness and life available in
Christ. I am to pray that my
children will be born again. I am to
wean my children off dependence
on their earthly father, onto
dependence on their heavenly
father. 
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WHY BECOME A SHBE MEMBER?
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VISIT
WWW.SHBE.CA/MEMBERSHIP/

SHBE uses volunteers to support,
encourage and empower

homeschoolers in SK. We organize the
yearly convention to gather fellow home
educators together and aim to connect

people to their local communities so
they do not feel like they are in this

alone. We talk people off the ledge, give
them sound advice, and work with

school divisions regarding paperwork
legalities. All of this takes financial and

physical support. Taking out a SHBE
membership helps pay for all of this,

plus insurance, banking fees and board
expenses. When the government wants

to know why they should listen to us
when they make changes & decisions
that affect education, having a strong

SHBE membership speaks loudly. It says
we are united and supported in our

efforts to keep homeschooling legal, a
right of the family and free of

government control. 



ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
WELCOME

SHBE is now taking article submission for possible
publication in the March SHBE Journal release. Deadline is
February 28, 2023. Young and old alike, are welcome to
submit an article about homeschooling. All articles chosen
for publication are required to support the SHBE Mission. 

Contact Pamela at editor@shbe.ca
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ADDRESS:
C/O Evan Poppleton
509 Circlebrooke Dr.
Yorkton, SK, S3N 2Y9
help@shbe.ca


